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ITie Highest-Priced Book. 

fprom the Bulletin de l 1 Imprime vi e.] 

What was the highest price ever given for 
any book? Wo loave tJiis questi on to be de* 
ctded by competent authorltles among book 
lovers. We may, however, venture to say\. 
tbatweknow of one for wiilch a sum of 
250,000f (£10,000) was paid by lts present 

owner, the Gormasi Government. That book 
is a missal, forrnerly given by Pope Leo X. to 
Klng Henry VIII. of Kngland, along witli a 
pareimient conferrlng on that soverelgn the 
rlght of assumlng tlie title of "Defender of 
the Falth/’ borne ever since by Kngiish I 
Kings. Charles II. made a present of the 
missal to the ancestor of the famous Duke of 
Hamilton, wliose extensive and valuable 
llbrary was sola some years ago by Messrs. 
Sotheby, Wllklnson & Ilodge, of London. 
The book wiilch secured the highest offer 
was a Hebrew Bible, in the possession of the 
Vatlcan. In 1512 the Jews of Venlce pro- 
posed to Popa Julius II. to buy tbe Bible, and 
to pay for it lts welght In gold. It was so 
heavy that it requlred two men to carry it. 
Indeed, lt welglied 325 pounds, thus repre- 
senting the value of 500,000f (£20,000). 
Though being much pressed for money, in 
order to keep up the ‘ 'Holy League" agalnst * 
King Loqis XII. of France, Julius II. declined 
to part w ( th the volume. [ 
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